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Probably so. ‘
And when that process is completed, we can hope to find what we are
looking for more easily?
b Of course. . '
Do you think we should try to carry it out, then? It's no small task, in my
view. So think it over. ' ' . . _

We have already, said Adeimantus. Don’t even consider doing anything
else. ‘ _ E

I think a city comes to be because none of us is self-sufficient, but we 'all
need many things. Do you think that a city is founded on any other prin-
ciple?

No. : ‘ .

And because people need many things, and because one person calls

¢ on a second out of one need and on a third out of a different need, many
people gather in a single place to live together as partners and helpers. And
such a settlement is called 2 city.** Isn’t that so?

Itis. ' N ‘

And if they share things with one another, giving and taking, they do so
because each believes that this is better for himself?

That’s right. . o y

Come, then, let’s create a city in theory from its beginnings. And it’s our
needs, it seems, that will create it.

It is, indeed. . ' -

4 Surely our fiist and greatest need is to provide food to sustain lite.

Certainly.

Our second is for shelter, and our third for clothes and such.

That’s right. ‘ , .

- How, then, will a city be able to provide all this? Wor’t one perso,n have to
b
be a farmer, another a builder, and another a weaver? And shouldn’t we add
a cobbler and someone else to provide medical care?
All right. : o p
So the essential minimum for a city is four or five men?
€ Apparently. _ ‘ .

Alrjld what about this? Must each of them contrlbute. his own work for
the common use of all? For example, will a farmer provide food for every-
one, spending quadruple.the time and labor to provide food to be shared

’ .
by them all? Or will he not bother about that, producing one quarter

370 the food in one quarter the time, and spending the other three quarters,
one in building a house, one in the production of clothes, and one

LS

14. Notice that a city (polis) is a collection of people, not a collection of buildings.
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making shoes, not troubling to associate with the others, but minding his
own business on his own?

Perhaps, Socrates, Adeimantus replied, the way you suggested first
would be easier than the other.

That certainly wouldn’t be surprising, for, even as you were speaking it
occurred to me that, in the first place, we aren’t all born alike, but each of
us differs somewhat in nature from the others, one being suited to one task,
another to another. Or don’t you think so?

I do.

Second, does one person do a better job if he practices many crafts
or—since he's one persont himself —if he practices one?

If he practices one.

It’s clear, at any rate, 1 think, that if one misses the right moment in
anything, the work is spoiled.

It is.

That’s because the thing to be done won’t wait on the leisure of the

“doer, but the doer must of necessity pay close attention to his work rather

than treating it as a secondary occupation.

Yes, he must, ~ . _ .
The result, then, is that more plentiful and better-quality goods are
more easily produced if each person does one thing for which he is

naturally suited, does it at the right time, and is released from having to
do any of the others,

Absolutely.
Then, Adeimantus, we're going to need more than four citizens to

* provide the things we’ve mentioned, for a farmer won’t make his own

plough, not if it’s to be a good one, nor his hoe, nor any of his other

- farming tools, Neither will a builder—and he, too, needs lots of things.
© And the same is true of a weaver and a cobbler, isn’t it? '

Itis.
Hence, carpenters, metal workers, and many other craftsmen of that sort

. will share our little city and make it bigger.

That’s right.

Yet it won’t be a huge settlement even if we add cowherds, shepherds,
and other herdsmen in order that the farmers have cows to do their

: p]oughing, the builders have oxen to share with the farmers in hauling

their materials, and the weavers and cobblers have hides and fleeces to use.
It won’t be a small one either, if it has to hold all those.

Moreover, it’s almost impossible to establish a city in a place where noth-
ing has to be imported.

Indeed it is.
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So we'll need vet further people to import from other cities whatever 1s

needed.

Yes. . _
And if an importer goes empty-handed to another city, without a cargo

of the things needed by the city from which he’s to bring back what his own
city needs, he’ll come away empty-handed, won’t he? .

So it seems.

Therefore our citizens must not only produce enough for the‘mselves
at home but also goods of the right quality and quantity to satisfy the

requirements of others.
They must. _ ‘
So we'll need more farmers and other craftsmen in our city.

X;Sd others to take care of imports and exports. And they’re called
merchants, aren’t they?

Yes.

So we’ll need merchants, too.

gfll;itailfr'l 1‘Brllle trade is by sea, we'll need a good many others who know
how to sail.

A good many, indeed. _ _
Ar;gd how will those in the city itself share the things that each produces?

It was for the sake of this that we made their partnership and founded
their city. . .

Clearly, they must do it by buying and selling.

Then we'll need a marketplace and a currency for such exchange.

Certainly. -

If a farmer or any other craftsman brings some of his products to mar-
ket. and he doesn’t arrive at the same time-as those who want to em‘:hange
things with him, is he to sit idly in the marketplace, away from his own
work? o . . N

Not at all, There’ll be people who'll notice this and provide the rec.lulslte
service—in Wel]—organizea cities they’!l usually be those whose bodles are
weakest and who aren’t fit to do any other work. They’ll stay aroun.d the
market exchanging money for the goods of those who have something to
sell and then exchanging those goods for the money of those who want
them. ‘ . .

Then, to fill this need there will have to be retailers in our city, for
aren’t those who establish themselves in the marketplace io provide
this service of buying and selling called retailers, while those who travel
between cities are called merchants?

That’s right. . .
There are other servants, I think, whose minds alone wouldn’t qualify
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them for membership in our society but whose bodies are strong enough
for labor. These sell the use of their strength for a price called a wage and
hence are themselves called wage-earners. Isn’t that so? ’

Certainly.

‘So wage-earners complete our city?

I think so. .

Well, Adeimantus, has our city grown to completeness, then?

Perhaps it has. :

Then where are justice and injustice to be found in it? With which of
the things we examined did they come in?

I’ve no idea, Socrates, unless it was somewhere in some need that these
people have of one another.

You may be right, but we must look into it and not grow weary. First,
then, let’s see what sort of life our citizens will lead when they’ve been
provided for in the way we have been describing. They’ll produce bread,
wine, clothes, and shoes, won’t they? They’ll build houses, work naked

~ and barefoot in the summer, and wear adequate clothing and shoes in the

winter. For food, they’ll knead and cook the flour and meal they’ve made
from wheat and barley. They’ll put their honest cakes and loaves on reeds
or clean leayes, and, reclining on beds strewn with yew and myrtle, they’ll
feast with their children, drink their wine, and, crowned with wreaths,
hymn the gods. They’ll enjoy sex with one another but bear no more
children than their resources allow, lest they fall into either poverty or
war,

It seems that you make your people feast without any delicacies, Glaucon

~ interrupted.

True enough, I said, T was forgetting that they’ll obviously need salt,
olives, cheese, boiled roots, and vegetables of the sort they cook in the
country. We’ll give them desserts, too, of course, consisting of figs, chick-

. peas, and beans, and they’ll roast myrtle and acorns before the fire,'s

drinking moderately. And so they’ll live in peace and good health, and

. when they die at a ripe old age, they’ll bequeath a similar life to their

children.
If you were founding a city for pigs, Socrates, he replied, wouldn't you
fatten them on the same diet? '
Then how should I feed these people, Glaucon? I asked.
In the conventional way. If they aren’t to suffer hardship, they should

I recline on proper couches, dine at a tabie, and have the delicacies and
-desserts that people have nowadays.

N

All right, T understand. It isn’t merely the origin of a city that we're

15. 1t seems likely that a sexual pun is intended since myrtle (murton) and acorn
(phégos) are common slang terms for the female and male genitalia respectively.
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